10th Grade Parent/Guardian Meeting
October 14, 2010

Meeting Notes

Welcome

Mr. Christopher Berry, Principal

Mr. Rudolph Tyrell, 10th Grade Administrator

Ms. Barbara Podnos, Academies

Mr. Harold Hilliard, III, Athletic Director 

Ms. Robin Ford, Chair, 10th Grade Parent Group
Mrs. Judith Portzel, 10Th Grade Parent Advisor & Co-Chair 12th Grade Parent Group

Mr. Berry extended a warm welcome to the 10th grade parents.  He is honored to be the new Principal and indicated that the school year has gotten off to a good start.

The Academy Programs

We altered the agenda slightly to allow Ms. Podnos and Mr. Hilliard to speak first on the Academy Programs.  
The Career Academy Program is clustered in four themed academies:

· Arts and Communications

· Business and Consumer Services

· Humanities and Public Services

· Science, Engineering, Technology and Math (S.T.E.M.)

       With guidance from teachers and counselors, sophomore students had an opportunity to select a Career Academy Pathway the second semester of their freshman year.  

Ms. Podnos discussed the requirements for achieving an academy certificate – 3 required pathway courses plus the capstone experience.  Mr. Hilliard discussed how parents can use the academy description outline to help their students select classes.  (See Separate Meeting Handouts File)

Key Dates 
· Report Cards – November 11, 2010
Distributed in Homeroom

· SAT – December 4, 2010

· ACT – December 11, 2010

· High School Assessments Testing – Starts January 10th 2011
(Algebra/Data Analysis, Government, Biology & English)

· PTSA Meetings – 3rd Tuesday of every Month

· Athletic Booster Club Meetings – Bi-monthly (check Blake calendar)

· Music Booster Club Meetings – 4th Tuesday of every Month 

· Final Exams (1st Semester) – Starts January 18, 2011

· Report Cards – February 2, 2011

· Registration for Junior year will be conducted during January/February 2011

· AP Exams – May 2 -13 2011

· Junior/Senior Prom – May 13, 2011
· Final Exams (2nd Semester) – June 6, 2011

· Class of 2011 Graduation – June 14, 2011 @ 10:00 am

· Last Day of Classes – June 16, 2011

Administrative Issues
· Mr. Tyrell stated that it is the goal of the administration to improve its communication with parents in terms of returning calls and email messages.  He encouraged parents to reach out to the teacher or administrator again if they do not receive a timely response.  
· MCPS has eliminated the Loss of Credit Policy.  Each school is responsible for developing procedures to handle absences.   Blake Absence Procedure is as follows:

· Notify the Attendance Office, 301-879-1322, if your child will not be in school.
· Follow up each absence with a note for your child to give the Attendance Office.

· A doctor’s note should be provided, if the absence is more than three days.

· If your child will be leaving school during the day, have her/him give the Attendance Office a note at the beginning of the school day.  
· If a note is not provided, the absence will be unexcused and teachers are not required to give credit for any work missed during the absence.

· After three or four unexcused absences, the student will be referred to the administrator for further actions.

· Mr. Tyrell discussed the Discipline Talk document, (See Separate Meeting Handouts File), which covers various issues such as credits required to graduate, conduct, actions that can result in expulsion, rules for using cell phones and other communication devices.  This document was given to and discussed with students in their classroom.  
· IPods and other musical devices can be used before school, during lunch and after school.

· No cell phones during the school day.  School procedure is as follows:

· 1st Violation – phone will be taken away and returned to student at the end of the school day.

· 2nd Violation – parent/guardian will have to come to the school to pick up the cell phone.

· Parents please do not call or text your child during the school day.  If you need reach your child, call the Main Office, 301-879-1300 and leave a message for them.  The secretaries will get the message to your child.
Requirements for Graduation

Mr. Tyrell discussed graduation requirements.  Students must earned a minimum of 22 credits, complete 75 Student Service Learning Hours and satisfy the High School Assessment requirements to graduate (See Maryland High School Graduation Requirement document in Separate Meeting Handouts File).
AP Classes

Mr. Tyrell briefly discussed AP Classes.  10th grade students have the option of taking their first AP Class – AP Government this year.  We agreed to invite Ms. Beth Thomas to our next 10th Grade Parent Meeting to speak on AP Classes.
We appreciate the time you took to support your children.  We are planning for the next 10th Grade Parent Meeting to be held in January/February and welcome your participation and suggestions for topics.  Please contact Robin Ford at roblexi@verizon.net.  You may also reach Mr. Tyrell at Rudolph_J_TyrellJr@mcpsmd.org
