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From the President
Monthly Message from your PTSA President

Jack W. Goble

BEFORE YOU DISCARD THIS ISSUE PLEASE SHARE IT WITH
YOUR SPOUSE AND YOUR STUDENTS!

Happy Holiday Season to All

I would like to take this moment to wish everyone within
the Blake Community the happiest of Holiday Seasons. |
encourage everyone to take the time share their
celebrations and traditions with others within our
community. Please take the opportunity to support the
various groups and clubs at Blake who are participating
in charitable work. Whether it's a coat drive, food
collection, or toy drive please give to your ability. The
lessons learned by our students during the holidays have
the potential to shape their charitable behavior
throughout their lives. Volunteer with your kids! The
power of sharing your time and doing good works will
build memories that they will carry forward. And... as
Harry Chapin once advised take the time to discuss what
those we choose to support with these activities are
going to do tomorrow or next month when the holidays
are over and the giving stops.

continued on page 2
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Principal’s Corner

Carole C. Goodman

This has been an exciting fall with an incredible interest
by our students in the presidential election. MCPS has
decided schools will remain open on January 20, 2009,
Inauguration Day; but we have modified our exam
schedule to lessen the impact on students and staff
who wish to attend this momentous event. The full
exam schedule is included in this edition of the Blue
Note but the adjustment for January 20 is that there will
only be one exam given, in Period 3 followed by a
make-up exam period. Students with a third period
exam, who wish to attend the Inauguration, will need to
bring in a note to excuse them, and work with their
teacher to either take the third period exam with
another period, or take it on the full make-up day on
January 22. We anticipate many staff absences as well
s0 some exams may be given by teachers covering for
each other should there not be enough subs available.

This fall there was yet another wake up call for student
drivers when a Damascus High School student died in
a car accident. In this case, the teenagers were leaving
a church function and there was no alcohol involved;
however several of the teens were not wearing
seatbelts. The driver, however, had his license for two
weeks and was not supposed to carry other
passengers who were not his relatives. This is tragic
case of inexperience and misjudgment. For parents, it
is a tragic reminder of having established family rules
about who their child is allowed to drive with. All too
often, a teenager will get in a convenient car for a lift
home where there can be tragic consequences.

Our new electronic sign is finally up and running. In
these tight economic times, it’s important to understand
that this has been a long term goal and we have been
planning and saving for three years for this purchase.
This represents a huge commitment from all of our
student clubs, organizations and activities who made
contributions, in addition to cell tower money and PTSA
contributions. The goal is to have a current, attractive
sign to keep the community informed of school events.

continued on page 3
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Message from your PTSA President - continued from page 1

| Am So Honored

I would like to say a very heartfelt Thank You to
everyone who worked on the Second Blake Book
Sale. We made a little more than last year, but
learned a lot more. Those folks that helped gave
much much more of their time, their sweat, and their
spirit than | would ever hope to ask again. We had
somewhere over 6,000 pounds of books and we had
to move every day. | fear trying to list everyone who
helped, because | always miss someone, but it should
be done. When you see these people around the
school they are the heroes of the sale — please show
your appreciation too.

Thanks to

Carmen Tartera, Robina Barlow, Bill Halpin,
Roberta Goldberg, Clara Raju, Aleta Shannon,
Barbara Werfel, Paula Cameron, Valerie Martindale,
Orit & Steve Chicherio, Beth & Steve Blevins, and
Maura & Dan McMullen, Mary Carter, William Knight,
and Nancy Ale. To all the students of these folks who
came along to help.

And also

Ms Erin Rigney and the SSL students,
Principal Goodman, Building Services, Mei Hwa
Chinese School, and the parents & students of the
Roaring Bengals Marching Band.

Most Especially
Anyone that | have forgotten to name!

A Call to Service

While the book sale was a moderate success, it did
not make as much as was projected in our budget.
Additionally our membership numbers are slightly
down and our cash drive/direct appeal has fallen
short. We still have the Silent Auction and the After
Prom Fund Raisers ahead of us but... we need your
help. | am looking for anyone interested in
coordinating any additional fund raisers. Finding new,
interesting, and creative ideas is a challenge. | think
we would consider any worthy proposal. Tell us what
you would like to spearhead. Make it fun. We do try
to compliment the efforts of the school organizations
and not duplicate the class or extra-curricular
activities. Please contact me or another member of
the board with your great ideas!

Calling Dads Again

Mr. Tyrell is looking for some very special dads to
step forward. We need folks who have daytime
availability to help with a mentor and activities

program after school. The gist is that students would
have support for academics for about 2 to % of an
hour and then move on to pick-up athletics, games, or
arts. Your input is needed as well as your presence.
The concept is still in the early stages so you can help
set the direction it takes. The important thing is to
provide some structure to both halves of the program.
We need people who can do the work, not just ideas.
Please contact me or Mr. Tyrell with your interest.

In the Spirit of Giving

It's never too early to start collecting items for the
PTSA’s annual Silent Auction. As you are out and
about doing you holiday shopping please keep the
auction in mind. Great deals are out there. When
they offer that extra free gift that you might not need -
set it aside for the auction. Many businesses clear
out there inventory at the end of the year. These
items can be added to the basket we make to create
very interesting auction items. When Aunt Hattie
sends you those big pink bunny pajamas that you will
never wear set them aside for the auction. Now
when | wrote a similar request last year someone said
so that’s all you want? Of course not, we need all
kinds of interesting new (no used unless they are
collectibles) items to make the auction work. Get
creative and keep looking. Money raised supports
PTSA Scholarships, the annual PTSA gift to the
school, and other operating items. Contact Laura
Miliszauskas at Imiliszauskas@twgemail.com with
your items.

Happy Holidays,

Jack Goble, President
James Hubert Blake PTSA
jackwgoble@yahoo.com

h)301-622-7924 ¢)202-716-1275

Calendar
December
3 NAACP Parents’ meeting
4 10" Grade parents meeting
10 Choral Concert
16 PTSA meeting
17 Instrumental Music Concert
January
7 NAACP Parents’ meeting
13 Dance recital
14 Dance recital
20 PTSA meeting
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Principal’s Corner

We no longer have to send students down to the road
in inclement weather to change the sign.

Our NEC Open House, for parents of prospective in-
coming ninth graders and their parents, was a very
well-attended, productive and positive evening. | had
the opportunity to speak to many parents and students
about Blake High School and was pleased by their
positive impressions and excellent questions. It's a very
energizing evening for staff, current Blake students and
parents who patrticipated in the event as it's a wonderful
opportunity to share what makes us so proud. | spoke
to many parents of private school and magnet school
students, in addition to the many, many from our five
feeder middle schools. The most asked question of the
evening was; “If Blake is not our base area, how can
my child get in?”

It's hard to believe but before long the first semester
will be coming to a close. Information on final exam
schedules, in addition to information about Inauguration
Day, is included in this month’s Blue Note. This
information is particularly important for parents of 9"
graders, as final exam schedules, procedures and
expectations are very specific and may be very
different from what they were used to in middle school.
We will be sending home a packet for all students, but
for 9th graders it needs to be reinforced that they need
to take this time seriously and do their very best. Final
exams are two hours in duration and given in math,
science, foreign language, social studies, English and
some technology classes. Students are only expected
to report to school when they have an exam. Final
exams count for 25% of the semester grade and it is
the semester grade that appears on student transcripts,
and is seen by colleges.

We have a great number of resources that both
students and parents can tap into to assist in
monitoring student progress and success. Edline is an
excellent source of information and should be
monitored by both students and parents on a regular
basis. ACE, or Academic Commitment to Excellence, is
a lunchtime program designed to support students.
National Honor Society tutors work with students in
areas of need under the supervision of Mrs. Shepherd.
Students who take advantage of this find it is a huge
help. Older, successful students are a great source of
support to younger students. We also have upper level
students who serve as “Educorps” members in classes.
These students receive credit and are trained as
teaching assistants to work with students in the
classroom. Feedback has been outstanding on this
program. We are also in the process of reviving
mentoring programs that are tailored to student
success.

Teachers are available four days a week at lunch to
work with students, reserving the fifth day as teacher

continued from page 1

“Professional Learning Community” time to do team
planning in like subjects and look at common
assessments and student progress and success. On
Tuesday and Thursdays, coinciding with activity bus
days, the media center is open after school and there
is an organized homework help. There are many other
less formal ways teachers work with students but the
key thing is students taking advantage of the study
groups, review sessions and one-on-one help teachers
go above and beyond to provide. Students who are
struggling, but do not take advantage of these
opportunities truly have no excuse. Academic
assistance at lunchtime is one of the main reasons we
went to one lunch period and are committed to having
it continue.

Regardless of what grade your child is in, or what their
plans are after high school, please take time to look at
our Career Center website at:
http://www.mcps.k12.md.us/schools/blakehs/staff/moor
ek/index.htm

Mrs. Kathy Moore, our College and Career Information
Coordinator, does a fantastic job with this up-to-the-
minute resource, chock full of information all students
and parents need. For parents of special needs
students, this is particularly important as the
information about accommodations for SAT is there for
parents as well as multiple other sources of
information. We are so fortunate to have Mrs. Moore
and her incredible expertise to assist our families on
planning for life after high school.

On another important note, we have outstanding
health room support in our school nurse Ms. Janeane
Marks and our health technician Ms. Darlene Battle.
Please consider them resources when dealing with
student health issues. They are extremely
knowledgeable and supportive of our students. They
need to be in the loop on health issues, as well as
school counselors. Our school counseling team can
offer a wide range of resource supports, particularly
when students have issues that warrant socio-
emotional support. When communicating with teachers
about concerns, keep the grade level administrator,
health room personnel and school counselor in the
loop, as valued members of the team who work so
hard to support our students.

The last important calendar item is that our Graduation
date for the Class of 2009 has been set; mark your
calendars for Wednesday, June 10, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.
at DAR Constitution Hall.

| wish you and your family a healthy, safe and happy
holiday season and look forward to 2009 at Blake High

School.
%
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Yearbook Update

SENIOR PARENTS - January 31 is your last chance to
purchase Yearbook Ads. Don't miss out on your student's
big moment; purchase one online today. For easy access to
the Jostens purchasing site, use the link on Blake's
homepage. If you have any questions or comments, please
contact the yearbook sponsor Allison Finn at
allison_finn@mcpsmd.org.

YEARBOOKS FOR SALE - Yearbooks are now on sale
through the internet and mail. Purchase yours now to get
the lowest price with the most options. After February, the
books will be on pre-sale in the school, but the price will go
up. For easy access to the Jostens purchasing website,
use the link on Blake's homepage. If you have any
questions or comments, please contact the yearbook
sponsor Allison Finn, Yearbook Sponsor, at

allison finn@mcpsmd.org

Calling All Blake Business Owners

Have you seen the winning After Prom tee shirt from last
year? On a daily basis, one can see the wonderfully
designed Black shirt with the sponsors’ hames on the
back in and around the community. The Blake After
Prom committee is again looking for one or multiple
sponsors to cover the costs of this shirt worn by more
than 500 students.

In the spring, we will hold a contest for students to
submit their design for the front of the shirt. The
sponsors’ names will be printed on the back of the shirt.
For more details on how you can help support this
walking advertisement, contact Dawn Borchers

at dborchers@mac.com.

SAT Prep Class at Blake
Revolution Prep (a for-profit company) is offering SAT
prep classes at Blake, in the spring leading up to the
March and May SAT. We offer a 200-point score
improvement guarantee, and offer unlimited scholarships
to students with financial needs. We also offer a $250
Educator’s Discount for children of faculty or staff
members at Blake or any PTSA parents. For more info,
contact bridget@revolutionprep.com (202) 286-4940

Now is the time to make a
DONATION to the BLAKE PTSA
GET THAT TAX WRITE-OFF BY
Contributing to the DIRECT APPEAL CAMPAIGN

We need to raise $5,000 more to do all that is in the budget.

Make your check out to Blake HS PTSA and send it in
an envelope to the office Attn: Barbara Werfel, PTSA

Musical Theatre Class
Presents Lerner and Loewe’s Classic
Musical Brigadoon

The Musical Theatre Company will present Lerner
and Loewe’s wonderful romantic musical,
BRIGADOON, on January 29 and 30 and February 5
and 6 at 7:30 pm in the Auditorium.

BRIGADOON is the romantic love story about
Tommy Albright and Fiona MacLaren who meet in a
fantasy world called Brigadoon. Tommy goes on a
hunting trip with his friend Jeff in Scotland, and the
two of them lose themselves in the Highlands. They
find themselves at a bridge that goes over a hill to a
small village. Little do they realize that when they go
over that bridge that they will travel back in time to
the 16" Century and a Scots village that comes into
being only thru the event of a periodic miracle.

Tommy meets the lovely Fiona and they both fall in
love. Their romance is disrupted when a young Scot,
Harry Beaton, who feels dejection at not being able
to marry Fiona’s sister, Jean. When he tries to
escape Brigadoon to the modern world over the
bridge, he puts the entire miracle and the lives of all
the villagers in Brigadoon in jeopardy.

This show features some of the greatest Broadway
music of all time: “The Heather on the Hill,” “Waitin’
for My Dearie,” “Go Home with Bonnie Jean,” and
more.

The show features David Tuttle as Tommy and
Graham Flessas as Jeff, and Fiona is played by
Sarah Lomke and Ashley Larkin in our two double
casts. Danielle Barlow and Becky Joiner will play the
comical Meg, Uche Ogodi will play Mr. Lundie and
Jacob Perry sings Charlie Darylmple while Chris Hall
portrays Harry Beaton.

Ashley Haymaker with help from Brittany Stuart will
choreograph. The tech is under the direction of Tina
Wilbur, Graham Flessas and Mr. John Ovington.
Michael D’Anna directs his third show of the season
following hit presentations of Picasso at the Lapin
Agile and Hamlet. Don’t miss what should be a
wonderful show!
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FIRST SEMESTER FINAL EXAMINATION SCHEDULE - Jan. ‘09

Thursday, January 15 - REVIEW DAY -- 7 PERIOD DAY

Friday, January 16 - Final Exams: Periods 1 and 2
725 - 9:35 PERIOD 1
9:35 - 9:55 Study/Snack
10:00 - 12:10 PERIOD 2

12:10 Dismissal
12:20 Activity Bus
12:10 - 2:10 Study Hall/Cafeteria
2:10 Dismissal for students using MCPS transportation

Monday, January 19 —HOLIDAY — Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday

Tuesday, January 20 - Final Exams: Periods 3 and Make-up Exams
725 - 9:35 PERIOD3
9:35 Dismissal
9:35 - 9:55 Study/Snack
10:00 - 12:10 Make-up Exams (by appointment)

12:20 Activity Bus
10:00 - 2:10 Study Hall/Cafeteria
2:10 Dismissal for students using MCPS transportation

Wednesday, January 21- Final Exams: Periods 4 and 5
725 - 9:35 PERIOD 4
9:35 - 9:55 Study/Snack
10:00 - 12:10 PERIOD5

12:10 Dismissal
12:20 Activity Bus
12:10 - 2:10 Study Hall/Cafeteria
2:10 Dismissal for students using MCPS transportation

Thursday, January 22 - Final Exams: Period 6 and 7
725 - 9:35 PERIOD6

9:35 - 9:55 Study/Snack
10:00 - 12:10 PERIOD 7

12:10 Dismissal
12:20 Activity Bus
12:10 - 2:10 Study Hall/Cafeteria
2:10 Dismissal for students using MCPS transportation

Friday, January 23 — Make-up Exams by Appointment Only (No Activity Bus Transportation)

Monday, January 26 - Professional Day: NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

Tuesday, January 27 — Third Marking Period Begins

CONTINGENCY PLANS IN CASE OF BAD WEATHER
2 HOUR DELAYED OPENING All exams scheduled will be given, but the schedule will be two hours late.
9:25 - 11:35 EXAM
11:35 - 11:55 Study/Snack
12:00 - 2:10 EXAM
2:10 Dismissal
EARLY CLOSING No effect on schedule
SCHOOL CLOSED 1 DAY Scheduled exams postponed for one day.
SCHOOL CLOSED 2 DAYS Scheduled exams postponed for two days.

|
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College and Career Information

v' Complete all college applications!

v Juniors and Seniors can sign up to attend the Class
of 2008 Alumni Panel, Dec 19"‘, 12:30-1:23 pm in the
amphitheatre. Come to the counseling office to get a
pass no later than Friday, Dec. 12" if you are
interested in listening to what the alumni panel has to
say about their first semester in college. Following
the panel, there will be a reception in the career
center at 1:30 pm for the Alumni and teachers to
catch up. Refreshments will be served. Invitations
will be mailed home to Juniors, Seniors and Blake
Alumni.

v Counselors will begin meeting with the Juniors in
December to introduce them to Naviance, a
comprehensive college and career planning website.
It is designed to help students and parents navigate
through the college application process while keeping
track of their applications and scholarships. Students
can easily access information about colleges,
compare institutions, and view scattergram data
showing acceptance rates of previous graduating
classes.

v Sophomores will be introduced to Choices Explorer
to begin the process of making informed career
decisions. Choices Explorer can be accessed from
home and will be able to provide insight on careers,
skills, interests, learn about majors, information about
education for careers and salary.

v If you participated in the ASVAB testing, come to the
amphitheater on December 16" at 8:30 pm. The
score reports will be interpreted for students and
parents.

v' The deadline to take the January 24" SAT is
December 26™. Log on to www.collegeboard.com to
register. There is no ACT scheduled for January.

v' Complete the FAFSA online (www.fafsa.ed.gov) and
prepare to file it after January 1% To qualify for
Maryland scholarships/grants, the FAFSA must be
filed before March 1.

Several HBCUs will be offering on-the-spot admissions
interviews at nearby high schools. Seniors who are
interested, please see Mrs. Moore if you wish to
participate in any of these events:

> Morgan State University (MD), Dec. 2 @ Springbrook
HS

University of MD Eastern Shore, Dec. 10 @ Walter
Johnson HS

Coppin State University (MD), Feb. 5 @ Blair HS
Bowie State University (MD), Feb. 19 @ Rockville HS

>
>
>
> Dillard University (LA), March 19 @ Wheaton HS

College Visits in December:

Maryland Institute College of Art will be visiting
Blake HS on Tuesday, December 2, 2008 at
12:30 PM. Please see Mrs. Moore ahead of
time for a pass.

Help your students look beyond their test scores. My
College QuickStart
http://click.collegeboard.com:8080/17310464.4267.0
.2706

is a personalized online college and career planning
kit available free of charge to all students who take
the PSAT/NMSQT® (2008 results will be available in
mid-December). Powered by students' test
performance, My College QuickStart provides the
ability to:

> Review their PSAT/NMSQT questions,
answers, and answer explanations

» Prepare for the SAT® with a plan generated
by their PSAT/NMSQT results

> Explore a personalized list of colleges to
consider

» Use MyRoad to take a personality test and
discover majors and careers that fit their
interests

Students who took the PSAT in October will receive
an access code when the score reports are returned
in December, look out for more information and
college planning when it arrives!

Pennies for Patients

Blake SGA will be participating in the annual Pennies
for Patients campaign for the Leukimia and Lymphoma
Society, February 2-20. This year's events for the
cause include a Bengal Ball tournament February 11, a
dance February 14, and a restaurant night, as well as
the ongoing Pennies for Patients coin collection. All
event proceeds will go directly to the Leukimia and
Lymphoma Society.

Last year, Blake took second place in the county
raising over $5,000. This year, the SGA seeks your
support in raising even more money and awareness for
the blood cancer research and affected families that
LLS sponsors. For more details about online donations
and the Pennies for Patients campaign, please visit
www.blakesga.org.

Tiko Mason, Blake SGA Executive Secretary
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Blake Beat Named #1 Student Newspaper
in Maryland

The Maryland Scholastic Press Association has
announced that The Blake Beat has won the
Marylander Award as the best high school
newspaper in the state for schools with
enrollment greater than 1200 students, in
publications judged for issues during the 2007-
2008 school year. This is the first time The Beat
has won the Marylander Award.

The 2007-2008 Blake Beat staff was led by
Editors-in-Chief Maya Barlev (now at Haverford)
and James Lanning (New York University). Other
key editors included Associate Editors Sarah
Citrenbaum (George Washington University),
Kirsty Groff (University of Maryland), Julia Kraut
(study in Israel at the Interdisciplinary Center of
Herzliya), Anjalee Martin (Wellesley College),
Kelly Murphy (lthaca College) and Amey Owen
(Boston University); and Director of Photography
Jackie Ibrahim (George Mason University).

MSPA, run through the School of Journalism at
the University of Maryland College Park, named
The Blake Beat as the second-best newspaper in
the state in 2005-2006 and 2006-2007. The
Blake Beat is advised by journalism teacher
Kevin Keegan.

Attention All Redskins Fans!!

Need a great holiday gift for the # 1 Redskin Fan in
your life? The Blake After-Prom Committee will be
raffling off a football autographed by # 17 Jason
Campbell. Raffle tickets will be sold for $5.00 each
at all December Blake Home Basketball games:
December 5, 9, 16, 19 and 22™.

The winning ticket will be drawn at the 12/22 game

during half time. Winner need not be present to win.

All proceeds will benefit the 2009 After-Prom.

So plan on coming out to support your Blake Bengal
Basketball team and help support the After-Prom by
purchasing a Raffle ticket for the football.

Be sure and tell all the Redskin Fans in
your life that this opportunity is open to all!

Mock SAT and Mock ACT Opportunity—Save the
date!

Blake High School will administer a Mock SAT or
Mock ACT to all 11" grade students during the
morning of Friday, February 27 beginning at 7:30
AM. This date is a half day for all MCPS schools.
11" grade students will take a released version of the
SAT or ACT during the morning hours instead of
attending regular classes before they are dismissed
at 11:40 AM. Students can choose whether to take
the Mock SAT or Mock ACT, and there is_no cost to
take the full-length practice test! In addition, students
will receive a score report two weeks after they take
the test that explains their score on all sections of the
test. In March, Blake will also host a parent
information meeting where a Studyworks
representative will explain the Mock SAT and Mock
ACT test scores to students and parents. Your 11"
grade student only needs to arrive to school on time
on Friday, February 27 to take the test!

Moriah Martin, Staff Development Teacher, SAT
Coordinator, AFG Internal Coordinator

P~

N1
Blake Students Shine

Kaylene Lyons was a member of the Maryland 4-H
team that traveled to Louisville KY, November 7" -9™,
to compete in the North American International
Livestock Exposition (NAILE) Dairy Quiz Bowl.
Kaylene’s written exam placed her in the top 10
overall and the Maryland team, made up of 4 youth
ages 14-18, finished 7" nationally. Kaylene has been
raising dairy goats for the past 7 years and she also
teaches a 4-H program at an elementary school.

Alexander Blocker has been selected to serve as a
page for the Maryland General Assembly in
Annapolis for two weeks, either with the House of
Delegates or the State Senate. The student page
program is designed to interest youth in state
government, specifically in the proceedings of the
legislature, increase participation in government by
students, foster leadership among youth, and to
provide students with worthwhile experiences in state
government. It is open to seniors. Each page will
serve two nonconsecutive weeks.
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Bake Sale Wins!

A very big THANK YOU to all the Blake
parents & students who baked for Blake!
The Election Day Bake sale turned out
some awesome "eats" for our community
of voters. And boy, did they dig in! We
raised over $1300 towards this year's After-Prom!

The team spirit came alive in this election with the
support of student volunteers, parents, Carole
Goodman, SSL coordinators --Erinn Rigney & Dustin
Jeter, SADD sponsors- Jennifer Sninski & Marcus
Wiggins, Safeway(Cloverly), Starbucks (Olney), and
The Fractured Prune. We are especially proud of our

many student volunteers who staffed the tables all day.

Trays or containers that were not disposable can be
picked up in the main office. If you are still looking for
a pan, plate, or tray please contact Leigh Leslie,
lleslie@umd.edu, or Nancy Murray, 301-989-2563.
Many thanks to all!

Attention 10" Grade Parents!

The second 10" grade parent night will be on
December 4". The meeting will take place in the Blake
Amphitheatre from 7:00-8:30. The following topics will
be discussed: the 2009-2010 registration process;
Blake Academies; first semester final exam schedule;
and loss of credit policy.

We hope all 10" grade parents can come to the
meeting and network with other parents.

James Hubert Blake High School
300 Norwood Road
Silver Spring, MD 20905

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

PTSA DUES HELP PAY FOR
THIS NEWSLETTER

Accreditation for Growth (AFG) Update

We continue to meet in action teams on a monthly
basis. This past month, teams analyzed the parent
and student survey data according to their assigned
standard. Next, groups will begin to write questions
that address each indicator based on what they
learned from the surveys. Team members will use
these questions to conduct interviews and gather
evidence for each of the indicators. The final step for
each team is to write the standard report and explain
how Blake High School meets standard based on the
evidence they have collected. We are very excited
that students, parents, and staff are members of these
action teams—we are learning much from each other!

In addition, the planning team is meeting on a monthly
basis. In November, we finalized the mission
statement based on the feedback of staff, students,
and parents. We are now writing our Core Beliefs and
a Profile of a Blake High School Graduate using ideas
from staff, students, and parents. These documents

will serve as the checkpoint when we examine the
standards reports from each action team. The findings
of the report should reflect the ideals presented in the
mission, core beliefs, and the profile of a graduate.

Although the self-assessment year requires time and
considerable introspection, we are finding that it is
leading us to make improvements that will improve the
many components that affect student performance. —

Jeff Newby and Moriah Martin,
AFG Internal Coordinator
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